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Together, Nikola Tesla and Thomas Edison revolutionized electricity, and society, in the late 1800s

and early 1900s. Readers will learn how these geniuses did this as well as the science behind many

of their inventions and experiments. They'll also discover little-known anecdotes and facts about the

inventors. For example, Edison was nearly deaf since childhood, while Tesla may have inherited his

ingenuity from his inventor mother! These two scientists might not have often agreed, but perhaps

as foils they encouraged each other's best work. Relevant quotes and interesting fact boxes

increase the appeal of this fascinating text.
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Gr 4-6-This series stands out for its attractive graphics and ability to make complex concepts

accessible. The authors have done an excellent job of selecting key quotes from the scientists'

writings that young readers can understand (provided in sidebars titled "In Their Own Words"). One

might not assume that an elementary-school student would be able to appreciate figures such as

Charles Darwin or Nikola Tesla, but this set makes it possible. Readers will get a real feel for these

scientists and their voices. Sticky subjects such as creationism vs. evolution are handled in a

sensitive, evenhanded way. Stunning photos illustrate concepts beautifully. For example, a photo of

a duckbill platypus supports descriptions of evolution in the animal kingdom. The dual biography is a

particularly ingenious feature. Readers learn that Alfred Russel Wallace and Darwin, rivals as well

as supporters, shared much of the same information, making similar discoveries. Reading their



parallel stories will let children see how different people solve the same problems. Original takes on

science biographies.ÃŽÂ±(c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of

Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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